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President’s Report

The general meeting of the 
LPA held on 4 May  was well 
attended. The main topic and 
discussion was the benefits to 
business owners of Lugarno 
of the implementation of a 
chamber of commerce. 

The guest speakers were  
Mayor Con Hindi, Deputy 
Mayor Michelle Stevens and Councillor Rita 
Kastanias. I thank all those business owners who 
attended. 

As more information is received you will be 
notified by the LPA newsletter and also when 
I can organize another speaker to take you 
through the benefits of having a chamber of 
commerce. I would also like to thank all the 
residents who attended the meeting. 

There were concerns raised about the seepage 
in Evatt Park as some thought that the dam was 
leaking. I asked the council about this and they 
went down and inspected the site.  The area of 
concern was where there is a natural spring. The 
inclement weather we had just  experienced was 
the reason why there was more then usual water 
flowing from the spring.

Regards
Joan Curtis
President

Thomas V Cross Memorial 

This memorial was erected by Thomas V Cross to 
commemorate the memory of his son who was a 

resident of Lugarno and very interested in it’s welfare.

The mememorial was erected to commemorate The 
Memory Of William Valiere Cross Who was killed in action in 
France 1916.

Thank you to all the residents who laid wreaths at the 
memorial to commemorate Anzac Day.

The monument is located on the corner of Forest Road and 
Ponderosa Streets, Lugarno. As in the past time the Council 
was requested to take care of the monument in respect of 
cleaning and we thank them for that.
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I refer to the suggestion to purchase a river sweeper / river 
cleaning barge to keep the Georges River Clean. I have 
discussed this with our Riverkeeper and offer the following 
points for the meeting of the LPA and a brief overview and 
snapshot on the GRCCC Riverkeeper Program:- 

The GRCCC Riverkeeper Program coordinates large rubbish 
collection and bush regeneration across the Georges River 
catchment for the GRCCC member Councils, of which 
Hurstville is one. The Riverkeeper program aims to protect 
the ecological health and biodiversity of the Georges River 
system. The program has continued to deliver large scale 
rubbish removal, with over 70 tonnes of rubbish removed 
from the river system over 2013/14.

•	 In the last few years alone, between 70 to 115 tonnes of 
rubbish has been collected annually between 2011/12 
and 2013/14. 

•	 Since 2011 the volumes of rubbish collected are far 
larger than when Roads and Maritime Services formerly 
provided a barge (only 22 to 47 tonnes of rubbish was 
removed per annum between 2008/09 and 2010/11 
during that period there was access to a barge).

•	 The rubbish that is removed from the Georges River primarily 
accumulates along the foreshore edges of the Georges River 
and in creeks and mangrove areas. Only a small percentage 
of the rubbish in the river system is actually suspended on 
the water and removed off the water.

•	 The best use of GRCCC Riverkeeper and NSW Corrective 
Services Teams resources in terms of labour and achieving 
maximum productivity is to remove rubbish from the 
land, where we can collect the maximum litter and 
rubbish before it enters the waterway. 

•	 A barge is estimated to cost between $10,000 to $20,000. 

•	 A barge would not be a good investment for GRCCC 
and its member Councils given that most of the rubbish 
that accumulates is already concentrated and collected 
from the shoreline and not on the water itself. A barge 
would provide a very low return on investment, given the 
cost of the purchasing and maintaining a barge, and an 
additional staff member would be required to operate it. 
The Riverkeeper is already focusing his attention on the 
known areas along the river that provide the highest yield 
of rubbish (i.e. shorelines, creeks and mangrove areas), this 
is a strategic and pre- ‐emptive approach which captures 
rubbish before it is washed into the river. Purchasing 
a barge represents an unwarranted expense as it has 
been determined previously that only a small amount of 
rubbish is actually floating on the river itself.

•	 Further, GRCCC member Councils have considered this 
option in the past and agreed not to purchase a barge 
due to the high cost of purchasing, maintaining and 
running a barge which is not needed. It should also 
be noted that the Riverkeeper program also has two 
existing large punts in its fleet which are used to visually 
assess areas along the river that might need cleaning 
up, to undertake water samples and to assist Councils to 
undertake environmental / compliance assessments from 
the water when required.

•	 Another issue which negates the use of a barge in the 
Riverkeeper Program is the restriction imposed by NSW 
Corrective Services on their offenders (who provide 
labour for some Riverkeeper teams) to working on a barge 
due to their strict work, health and safety rules.  

In response to the recent flood events, the GRCCC has 
taken a proactive approach to identify and respond to 
member Councils requests for additional clean ups and 
residents’ concerns about litter collection hot spots on the 
Georges River. 

For example: 
•	 The GRCCC allocated both NSW Corrective Services 

teams and Green Army teams to the collection of rubbish 
immediately post the flood events. Green Army teams are 
typically undertaking bush regeneration, however were 
reallocated to assist with addressing the large scale litter 
problems we found. 

•	 The GRCCC has also responded to a number of residents’ 
complaints lodged with both the GRCCC and Hurstville 
City Council regarding Jew Fish Bay and also Edith Bay 
and the GRCCC allocated additional Green Army teams to 
collect the rubbish at these places. 

Please also note that along Salt Pan Creek in the Hurstville 
LGA, there are a number of Riverkeeper rubbish collection 
work sites that are regularly serviced by Riverkeeper teams 
including: 

•	 Murdoch Cresecent (accessible area only)
•	 Banksia Place, Lugarno
•	 Cyrpress Avenue
•	 Salt Pan Creek Bridge

Also note that 
•	 Edith Bay is about to be added as a new site to the 

program - The GRCCC is awaiting Corrective Services WHS 
approval of this site. 

I hope this helps the LPA in considering this matter.

Join the Lugarno Progress Association and support the community.
LPA Membership - $10 per family or household

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Phone No: _______________________  Email: ________________________________________________
Enclosed: $10 membership   Or donation $___________
Or pay by cheque payable to Lugarno Progress Association. Please hand this slip with payment
in an envelope to Lugarno Pool Shop or post to PO Box 4021, Lugarno. Receipts will be issued.

Thank you for your support!

Response from Council to the suggestion 
to aquire a river sweeper for Georges River


